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The Jean-Michel Cousteau/Whale Sanctuary Project Team (the “Team”) was invited by the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation and by the Governor of Primorsky Krai to visit the
Srednyaya Bay (Primorsky Region) facility, where orcas and belugas are held, to assess their condition and
provide recommendations on their rehabilitation and feasibility of their return to their natural habitat.

Team members have extensive scientific and field research experience on rescue of cetaceans in the wild,
developing rehabilitation plans and protocols, and releasing cetaceans back to their natural environments.

The team prepared and submitted a preliminary assessment and recommendations to the Ministry of Natural
Resources, the Primorsky Administration, and to the VNIRO-coordinated Consilium, which has been charged
with making scientifically-based recommendations about the fate of the orcas and belugas held at the
Srednyaya Bay facility to authorized Russian government bodies. The preliminary nature of the Team’s
assessment is dictated by time constraints and the request to provide the team’s assessment in advance of the
Consilium meeting planned after April 15, 2019. Limited data has been analyzed in the available timeframe. A
final report will be compiled upon completion of full data analysis.

Data collection was limited due to restricted access to the animals. However, basic behavioral (via photo and
video imagery above and underwater), as well as acoustic recordings (above and underwater), were obtained.

Preliminary results of the behavioral analyses conducted by the Team show that all orcas and belugas in
the holding facility at Srednyaya Bay can be rehabilitated and released. The Team has not identified any
scientific reasons why any individual animals cannot be rehabilitated and released.

Team members observed that the holding facility appeared to be kept clean and organized. However, they
documented insufficient space in the pens and too high density of animals, leading to significant overcrowding.
Most (if not all) individuals exhibited skin issues and/or mouth sores indicative of other potential health
concerns, which can and should receive diagnostic work-ups and treatment as part of individually developed
rehabilitation plans. Team members noted that the facility does not have an adequate location to quarantine
sick or injured animals, and also noted biofouling on nets.

The team noted that the orcas and belugas generally appear well fed, have apparently received only minimal
training, and exhibit no indicators suggesting that they cannot be released into the wild after appropriate
short-term medical and behavioral rehabilitation. Orcas may require just 1-2 months of rehabilitation. Most
belugas may also require only short-term rehabilitation. However, some belugas in the younger age range may
potentially require longer rehabilitation before release. Duration estimates for rehabilitation are based on the
limited access to the facility that was provided to the team and therefore the team’s rehabilitation duration
estimates may change based on additional information.



Individually specific plans for rehabilitation of the Srednyaya Bay cetaceans for release are yet to be
developed. These would be prepared for each individual based upon further work/analyses by the team in
cooperation with Russian scientists. A release operation plan needs to be developed in cooperation with
regional and federal government authorities and other appropriate interested parties. The location of capture
for each individual, as well as the location of closely associated wild populations and prey availability, should
be incorporated into the release plans. Team members agree with the assessment that the orca are of the
ecotype known to forage on marine mammals and that they should be released within the known foraging
range of this ecotype in the sea of Okhotsk.

The team made a set of recommendations that can and should be implemented as soon as possible to improve
the health and welfare of the cetaceans at Srednyaya Bay and prepare them for release to the wild.
Recommendations cover such key matters as further individual health assessments and monitoring (for
example, full medical work-ups and relevant health sampling for each individual, individual treatment plans,
and an appropriate medical and quarantine area); net pen management (for example, enlarge pens and
provide more room per animal; remove side panels on orca enclosures to increase airflow; install water pumps
to improve turn-over of water); changes to feeding methodologies (for example, re-focus attention of the
cetaceans underwater by using feeder tubes, feed at variable times and in variable amounts to mimic natural
conditions); adaptation, re-adaptation, and rehabilitation (for example, stop any training and implement
appropriate use of enrichment and stimulants to re-focus the attention of the animals underwater); and site
management (for example, extra sanitary foot baths, remove biofouling on nets). The team expects that
additional recommendations will be made with the preparation of the full report.

During the course of our visit, members of our team met twice with Minister of Natural Resources and the
Environment D.N. Kobylkin to discuss mutual interest in rehabilitation and release of the orcas and belugas.
Governor of Primorsky Region O.N. Kozhemyako, Jean-Michel Cousteau and Charles Vinick agreed to and
signed a joint statement to confirm that release of all of the orcas and belugas is a fundamental goal and to
work immediately to hold the cetaceans in conditions that are most like their natural environment.

In addition, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed by FSBSI “VNIRO” and the Team to support further
cooperative work. A next step is to review the laboratory samples taken by VNIRO in conjunction with our
behavioral analyses to begin to develop profiles for each orca and beluga to inform individualized
rehabilitation plans.

The Jean-Michel Cousteau/Whale Sanctuary Project Team stands prepared to further assist Russian authorities
and collaborate with Russian scientists in the successful release of the orcas and belugas held in Srednyaya Bay
back to the wild.



MpepBapuTenbHan oueHKa COCTOAHUA U peKOMeHAaLun

B oTHOLWIEHMM KOCaTOK U 6enyx, coaeprKawmxca B 6yxre CpegHan (Mpumopckum
Kpau)

Kpatkoe pe3tome

NoarotoeneHo KomaHgou aH-Muwensa Kycro/Mpoekta « KUTOBbIN 3aKa3HUK»
22 anpensa 2019 ropa

Mo npurnaweHunto MuHUcTepCTBA NPUPOAHbLIX pecypcoB 1 akonorum Poccninckoint Pepepaumm u rybepHaTopa
MpumopcKoro Kpaa KomaHaa HaH-Muwens Kycto/Mpoekta «KMTOBbIN 3aKa3HMK» (aanee «KomaHaa»)
nocetmna oo6vekT B 6. CpeaHas (MpMMOPCKUA Kpait), rae cogepKaTtca KocaTku U Benyxu, Ans oueHKu
COCTOSIHMSA MX 340POBbA U A/1A NPeAoCTaBAeHUA PEKOMEHAALMIA NO X PEaBUANTALUN U BOSMOXKHOCTH
BO3BpalLLeHUA B Npupoay.

YneHbl KOMaHAbl MMEIOT 60bLIOK OMbIT NO NPOBEAEHMNIO HAaYYHbIX M MOAEBbLIX MCCNEA0BAHWUIM, MO CMACEHNIO
KMTOOBPa3HbIX B ANKOW Npupoae, paspaboTKe NAaHOB M NPOTOKOA0B peabuamMtaumnu, 1 Bo3BpaLleHu1Io
KMTOOBPA3HbIX B UX ECTECTBEHHYIO Cpeay 0bUTaHus.

KomaHaa nogrotosmna v npeacrasuia NpeaBapuTesibHYO OLLEHKY U pekomeHaaumm MuHuctepcTtay
NPUPOLAHbIX PECYPCOB, aAMUHUCTPaLUKN MNpuMopcKoro Kpas, a Takxe ana KoHcnanyma, KoopaAnHUpyemoro
BHUPO, KoTopomy nopy4eHo BbIHECTU HAY4YHO 0BOCHOBAHHbIE PEKOMEHAALMN O cyabbe KOcaTok u benyx,
cogeprkawmxca B byxte CpeaHaAs, yNONHOMOYEHHBIM POCCUACKMM FOCYAaPCTBEHHBIM OpraHam.
MpeaBapuUTesibHbIM XapaKTep OLEHKN KOMaHAbI NPOANUKTOBAH BPEMEHHBIMW OrPaHUYEHMAMM U NPOCLOON
NpesoCTaBUTb OLLEHKY KOMaHAb! [0 NPeACTOALLEro 3acefaHnA KOHCUAMYMa, MpoBeaeHNE KOTOPOro 6bi1o
MCXOAHO 3anaHupoBaHHoro nocne 15 anpena 2019 roga. B otBeaeHHoe BpeMa moriv 6biTb
NPOaHaNN3NPOBAHO TO/IbKO OFPaHUYEHHOE KOIMYECTBO AaHHbIX . OKOHYATENbHbIN AOKNAL OyAeT NnoAroToBaeH
no 3aBepLUeHMM NOHOrO aHaN3a BCEX AAHHDIX.

C60p AaHHbIX BblN OrpaHUYEH M3-3a OrPaHMYEHHOro A0CTYNa K XUBOTHbIM. OAHaKo, 6blan Nony4YeHbl 6a3oBble
nosegeHYecKMe AaHHble (C nomolbio GOTO-U BUAeoU306parkeHni Haa v NoA BOAOM), a TaKKe akycTUYeckne
3anucu (Hag v noj, Boaoun).

MpeaBapuTenbHbie pe3yibTaTbl NOBEAEHYECKOro aHa/IM3a KOMaHAbl NOKA3bIBaloT, YTO BCE KOCATKU U
6enyxu, Haxogawmeca B 6yxte CpeaHAA, MOryT 6biTb peabunuTMpoBaHbI U BbinyweHbl. KomaHaa He
BbIABW/1Ia HUKAaKUX HAy4YHO-060CHOBAHHBIX NPUYMH, MO KOTOPbIM Kakue-1mbo ocobu KocaTok uam 6enyxm He
MOryT 6bITb PEAabUAUTMPOBAHDI U BbINYLLEHDI.

Mo Ha6J'II-OAEHVIFIM KOMaHAbl, 06BbEeKT BbIrNAANUT YHNCTbIM U XOPOLWIO OPraHN30BaHHbIM. OaHako,
3a40KYMEHTUPOBAH HeAOCTaTO‘-IHbIlz pa3mep BO/IbEPOB U CTINLLIKOM BbICOKaA NMNZIOTHOCTb XXUBOTHbIX, T. €.
ype3mepHaa nepeHaceneHHOCTb BON1bEPOB. Y 60/1bWINHCTBA (ECIWI HEeYy BCGX) KUBOTHbIX €CTb I'Ip06}'IEMbI C
KoXKeM I/I/VII]M A3Bbl BO PTY, CBUAOETENBCTBYOWMNE O APYIMX NOTEHLUNANIbHbBIX npo6neN\ax CO 3400pOoBbeEM. Takue
HKNBOTHbIE MOTYT U O0/1KHbI I'IpOVITM ANarHoCcTtn4eckoe OGCﬂGAOBaHMe MU nevyeHne B pamKax MHaAnMBMAyaabHO
pa3p360TaHHbIX na1aHoOB pea6MﬂMTaLI,MVI. YneHbl KOMaHAbl OTMETUAN, YTO 06BEKT He umeeT Hagnexaulero
mMecTa ANA KapaHTUHa 60NbHbIX UK PaHEHbIX XKUBOTHbIX, @ TAKXKE OTMETUIN 6M006paCTaHMe ceTen.

KomaHga otmeTnna, 4To KOcaTKn 1 6enyxu, B LLeJIoM, BbIFAAAT YIUTaHHBIMUM, MPOLLIU, MO BUAUMOMY, TOIbKO

MWUHUMAbHYIO APECCUPOBKY U HE MMEIOT NMPU3HAKOB, YKA3bIBAOLLMX Ha TO, YTO OHM HE MOTYT ObITb BbINyLWEHbI
B AMKYIO NPUPOAY NOC/e COOTBETCTBYHOLLLEN KPaTKOCPOUHOM MeAULMHCKOM 1 NoBeAeHYeCKoM peabunmtaumu.

KocaTkam moxkeT notpeboBaTtbca Bcero 1-2 mecAua peabunurtaumm. bonblimnHcTBy Benyx TakxKe MOXKeT



noTpeboBaTbCA IMLLIb KPAaTKOCPOUHaA peabunutaums. OgHaKo, HekoTopble benyxmn bonee Mono[Oro Bo3pacTa
MOTYT NOTeHLMaNbHO NoTpeboBaTh Hosiee ANUTENbHON peabunnTaummn nepes Bbinyckom. OUEHKK
NPOAOIKUTENBHOCTM peabunnTaumMm oCHoBaHbl Ha OrpaHUYEHHOM AOCTYNE K 0OBEKTY, KOTOPbIN Obla
npeaocTaBAeH KOMaHAE, Y OLEHKN NMPOLAONKUTENBHOCTU peabunmTaumm NnosToMy MOTyT MU3MEHATHLCA Ha
OCHOBE A0MN0/HUTENBHON MHOPMALUMK.

NHanBuayansHble NaaHbl peabunantauumn 1 Bbinycka KMToobpasHbix B 6yxte CpeaHaAn ele NpeacTont
paspaboTatb. OHM ByAyT yCTaHaBAMBATLCA ANA KayKA0W 0cobu Ha ocHOBe AanbHelwel paboTsl / aHanuM3a
KOMaHZbl B COTPYAHUYECTBE C POCCUIACKMMM YYEHBIMU. B COTPYAHMYECTBE C PErMOHaNbHBIMU U
denepanbHbIMK rOCYAapPCTBEHHBIMW OpraHaMK U APYrMMU COOTBETCTBYIOLWMMM 3aUHTEPECOBAHHbIMM
CTopoHamu HeobxogMmo paspaboTaTtb NNaH onepaunn BbiMyCKa }KUBOTHbIX. B naaHax BbiNyCKa A0/1XHbI 6biTb
yYTEHbI AaHHbIE O MECTe OT/I0Ba KaXKA0M 0cobu, a TaKKe 0 MecTax 0bUTaHMA AUKUX NONYAALMIA U HAMYUK
£06bl4Kn. YneHbl KoMaHAbl COrAACHbI C BbIBOAOM, YTO 3TW KOCAaTKM NMPUHAANENKAT K TaK HasbiBaeMoMy
«MAOTOAZHOMY» IKOTMNY; NPUHALNEKALLME K HEMY KOCAaTKM MUTAOTCA MOPCKUMU MAEKOMUTAIOLWMMMU, U YTO UX
cnenyeT BbiNyCKaTb B apeasie KOPM/IeHMA 3TOro akoTMna B OXOTCKOM Mope.

KomaHga noaroToBuna pag pekomeH4aunin, KoTopble MOTYT U A0/KHbI 6bITb Peann3oBaHbl Kak MOXKHO CKopee
AN yNydLWeHUs 340p0BbA M 6narononyumns KMToobpasHbix B byxte CpeaHAA M NOArOTOBKM UX K BbINYCKY B
AMKyIo Npupoay. PekomeHZaumMm 0XBaTbIiBalOT TaKMe BONPOCHI, KaK OLLeHKa COCTOAHWA 340P0BbA U €ro
MOHMUTOPUHT (HanpMmep, NOHbIA MegUUMHCKUIA OCMOTP M COOTBETCTBYHOLLMIA OTOOP Npob AN Kaxaoin ocobuy,
WMHAMBUAYANbHbIE NAaHbI IedeHns, U obecneyeHne HaaMuMa COOTBETCTBYIOLWEN MESUUMHCKOM U KapaHTUHHOM
30HbI); UI3MEHEHME BONbEPOB (Hanpumep, yBeNUYUTb BOAbePbl U 0becneynTs 6oblue NPOCTPaHCTBA A1A
KaXkO,0ro *KMBOTHOIO; AEMOHTMPOBATL BOKOBbIE NaHeNM HAACTPOEK Hag, BO/IbepaMmM KOCATOK, YTObbI
YBE/IMUYUTb BEHTUNALMIO; YCTaHOBUTL BOAAHbIE HACOChI A1 YBE/IMYEHUS NEPEMELLMBAHUA BOAbI; USMEHeHeune
METOAMKM KOpMIeHUA (Hanpumep, NepeoprMeHTUpPoBaTb BHUMaHWe KUTOO6pasHbIX Nog, BOAOW C MOMOLLbHO
KOPMOBbIX TPY6, BapbMpoBaTb BPEMS U KOJIMYECTBO KOPMa, YTOBbl MMUTUPOBATL eCTECTBEHHbIE YC10BUA);
afjanTauuun, peagantaumm v peabununtaumm (Hanpumep, OCTaHOBUTL KaKOM-TMB0 APECCUPOBOYHbIV NpoLecc, a
TaK *Ke BHeAPWUTb M UCMOb30BaTb 0boralleHne cpeapbl U CTUMY/bl, YTO6bI BHOBb COCPEAO0TOMUTL BHUMAHME
YKMBOTHbIX M0Z, BOAOM); a TaK e obuiee ynpaBneHMe 06beKToM (Hanpumep, UCNONb30BaTb AOMNOHUTE/IbHbIE
Ae3nHPEKLMOHHbIE BaHHbI A1A HOT, yAanuTb 6uoobpactaHue ceTell). KomaHaa 0XuUAaeT, uTo nocne
NOArOTOBKM MOJIHOTO A0KNa4a 6yayT BblHECEHbI LONOHUTE/IbHbIE PEKOMEHAALMM.

B xo4e B13nTa, YieHbl KOMaHAbl ABaXKAbl BCTPEYANCb C MUHUCTPOM NMPUPOAHbBIX PECYPCOB W 3KoAorum [.
H.KobbInKuHbIM Ana 0b6CyKAeHUA B3aMMHOMN 3aUHTEPECOBAHHOCTU B peabuanTaLLMm 1 BbiMyCKE KOCAaTOK U
6enyx. N'ybepHatop Mpumopckoro Kpas O. H. Koxkemsko, aH-Muwenb Kycto 1 Yapabs BUHUK gorosopununce
W nognucann COBMECTHOE 3asB/ieHNe, NOATBEPKAAIOLLEE, YTO NPUHLMMMANBHON LIeblo ABNAETCA BbINYCK
BCEX KOCATOK M Henyx n 4to A0 Ux BbiNycKa HEOBX0AMMO cpa3y Ha4yaTb PaboTy NO M3MEHEHUIO YCIOBUIA
coaeprKaHma Taknum obpasom, YTo 6bl KUTOOHPaA3HbIE COAEPIKANNCH B YCOBUAX, Hanbosee NPUBANMKEHHbIX K
MX ecTecTBEHHOW cpese.

Kpome Toro, mexxay ®PreY “BHUPO” n KomaHaom Ana NnpogoKeHnsa COBMecTHoM paboTbl 6bia1 noanmncaH
MemopaHaym 0 B3aUMONOHMMaHUKU. CreayioLMM LWarom ABAAeTCA aHaAn3 nabopaTopHbIX NPo6, B3ATLIX
BHUPO, B coyeTaHMM C HALUMMK NOBEAEHYECKMMM aHaM3amm, YTobbl HaYaTb Pa3paboTKy MHAMBUAYANbHbIX
ON5 KaXKO0M KOCATKM M Benyxu nnaHoB peabuantauuu.

KomaHaa HaH-Muwens Kycto/Mpoekta «KMTOBbIN 3aKa3HWK» roToBa OKa3aTb Aa/ibHeNLLIYI0 MOMOLLb
POCCUNCKMM BIACTAM U COTPYAHUYATb C POCCUNCKUMM YYEHbIMMU 4151 YCNELHOro BO3BPALLLEHNA KOCATOK U
6enyx, copeprawmxca B byxte CpefHaA, B UX ECTECTBEHHYIO cpeay 0buTaHusA.



