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Jean-Michel Cousteau Urges Government of Russian Federation to
Reconsider Plan for Release of Orcas held in Srednyaya Bay

The Jean-Michel Cousteau/Whale Sanctuary Project international team calls on the Russian authorities to
re-evaluate the plan to release the orcas directly into Srednyaya Bay.

The plan announced on Wednesday May 15, 2019, to release the 10 orcas from the holding facility
directly into Srednyaya Bay by late May/early June does not take into account the recommendations of
our international team of marine mammal specialists nor does it comply with the optimal release option
agreed to by the Working Group of the VNIRO Consilium for adaptation/re-adaptation of orcas and
belugas that met on May 14.

“It puts the well-being of these orcas at undue risk and compromises their long-term survival,” Cousteau
said. “We cannot support or participate in this plan.”

The most important consideration in the release plan should be the well-being of the orcas and belugas
and their long-term survival. The plan must provide for their highest likelihood for successful social
reintegration and the highest likelihood of matching the animals with the best habitat for foraging.
Returning these orcas and belugas to locations near where they were captured most effectively meets
these objectives.

Releasing the orcas in Srednyaya Bay as suggested during a briefing held at the Ministry of Natural
Resources on May 15 meets none of these success criteria. And, if done in the short timeline outlined, the
plan does not allow sufficient time to re-condition the orcas behavior from captivity for life in the wild.
Among the risks of this release plan are that the orcas:

1. WIill not have proper diagnostics and treatment of the skin lesions they currently exhibit;

2. May introduce invasive pathogens to the environment;

3. Will return to the Srednyaya facility for food;

4. Will become a nuisance to local boaters, fishermen and the public by stealing fish from and

getting caught in nets, begging for food, and approaching boats;
5.  Will be unsuccessful in re-adapting to the open ocean and may not survive.

A comprehensive plan for the rehabilitation and re-adaptation of the orcas and belugas offers their best
chances for successful re-introduction to life in the wild and will address the risks listed above. To
maximize opportunities for successful release, the orcas must go through a full rehabilitation plan that
includes sufficient time for:
e Complete health assessments and diagnostic tests of each animal, including sampling to identify
pathogens and comprehensive morphometrics;
e Treatment of all treatable conditions — such as skin fungal and bacterial infections;
e Improvement of the physical conditioning of the orcas by increasing their pen size to enable
better opportunity for exercise;
e Strengthening existing family groupings of orcas by reconfiguring the orcas into pens based on
associations in capture records;
e Minimizing human contact by:
o Disassociating food from people by deploying remote feeding devices and feeding
varying amounts (whilst ensuring that the full ‘food base’ for each animal is given) and



varying the times of deployment. These modifications all begin to simulate the animals’
natural rhythms and help stimulate the animals’ cognitive abilities;
o Discontinuing any training and human interaction beyond what is medically necessary for
evaluation, treatment and appropriate rehabilitation;
e Decreasing surface-oriented behavior by increased underwater stimulus using enriching natural
sources of stimulus, such as seaweed, water flow, bubbles, etc.;
e Final health assessment on all animals prior to release into the wild, to mitigate the potential for
the orcas and belugas currently held in Srednyaya Bay to introduce pathogens to the wild
population.

Although this rehabilitation program cannot be accomplished in the limited time-frame outlined in the
May 15 briefing, it can be initiated immediately while, simultaneously, plans can be made to return these
orcas and belugas to locations near where they were captured, where there are associated orcas and
belugas, and where there are appropriate and available food sources. We believe that a responsible and
thorough release plan can be implemented for both orcas and belugas prior to winter.

Cousteau said his team remains committed to providing expertise and assistance to facilitate a responsible
rehabilitation and release program, and to help mobilize international resources should such assistance be
needed.

“I believe Russians and people throughout the world will support such a plan,” Cousteau said. “But we
cannot support or participate in a release plan that jeopardizes the health, welfare and survivability of
these animals.”
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Kan-Mumeas KycTo npussiBaetr npaButeibcTBO Poccuiickoit @enepauuu
MepecMoOTpPeTh IJIAaH BBINYCKA KOCATOK B OyxTte CpenHss

Komanga Kan-Mumens Kycro/IIpoekra “Kutoblii 3akazHUK TPU3BIBAECT POCCHIICKUE BIACTH
MEpecMOTPETH TUIaH 0 BBITYCKY KOCATOK HEIMOCPENCTBEHHO B OyxTy CpenHsis.

[Inan, oObsBIEHHBIH B cpeny, 15 mast 2019 roaga, no Beimycky 10 KocaTok, conep:kamuxcs Ha 6ase
nepenepkku B 0. CpenHsisi, HeOCPEACTBEHHO B OYXTY K KOHILYy Masi/Hadary UIOHs, HE YYUThIBACT
pPEKOMEH JalliH Hallleld MEXTyHapOJHONH KOMaH bl ¥ HE COOTBETCTBYET ONTUMAILHOMY BapHaHTy
BBIITyCKa, cornacoBaHHoMmy Paboueii I'pynmoit koncuanyma BHUPO no agantauuun/peagantaunu
KOCaTOK U OelyX, COBelaHne KOTopoi nmpouuio 14 mast.

"DTOT IJ1aH MOoABEpraeT OJIaronoIy4ne KOcaToK HEOIIPaBIaHHOMY PUCKY M CTABUT IO/ YTPO3Y HX
JoarocpoyHoe BeKUBaHue" - ckazan Kycro. "Mbl He MOXeM MOIACPKUBATh 3TOT TUIAH WIM Y4acTBOBATh
B HEeM."

CaMbIM Ba)KHBIM B IJIaHE BBIITYCKa OOJIZKHO OBITH 6nar0n0nytme KOCaToOK " 6enyx " UX JOJTOCPOYHOC
BeDKUBaHue. [lnan JOJIDKCH obecneunBaTh Han6on1>my10 BCPOATHOCTD UX YCHCHIHOﬁ COI_II/IaJ'ILHOﬁ
PEUHTCrpallvid 1 MAKCUMAJIbHYIO BEPOATHOCTH BO3BPAIIICHHA B OIITUMAJIBHBIC MECCTA oOHuTaHU C
HanuJIydlIinMH YCJIOBUAMMU I HI/IH_[C,I[O6I>IBaHI/I$I. BOBBpaH_IeHI/Ie 9THUX KOCATOK H 6CJ'IYX B paﬁOHBI,
ONM3KHE K MeCTaM OTJIOBA, BBINIOJHACT 3TH 3aJa41 CaMbIM 3(1)(1)CKTI/IBHBIM 06p330M.

Beimyck kocatok B Oyxte Cpennsisi, Kak ObUIO MPEATIOKEHO B Xxoae Opudunra B MUHUCTEPCTBE
[Ipuponueix Pecypcos 15 mas, He oTBe4aeT HM OHOMY U3 3THX KpUTepHeB ycrexa. [1nan,
OCYLIECTBICHHBIH, B 3aABJICHHBIA B MUHIIPUPOIB! KOPOTKHM OTPE30K BPEMEHH, HE OCTABHUT JOCTATOYHO
BpEMEHH U1l U3MEHEHHS MTOBEICHUS KOCATOK OT YCIIOBH HEBOJIM K JKU3HHU B JUKOH MPHPOJIE.
OCHOBHBIE PHCKH, CBSI3aHHBIE C STHM IUIAHOM 3aKJIIOYAIOTCS B TOM, YTO KOCATKU:
1. He cMoryT npoiTH MPaBHIBHYIO IUATHOCTHKY U JICUCHHUE MOPaKEHHUH KOXKHU, KOTOPHIC OHH
celvyac UMEIOT;
MoryT BHECTH WHBa3UBHbIE TATOT€HBI B OKPYKAIOIIYIO CPENy;
MoryT BepHYTbCS H/HIIH BO3BpalaThesl Ha 0asy nepenepxku B 0. CpenHsis 3a enoif;
4. Moryt gocakaaTh MECTHBIM BIIaJICIbI[AM MAJIOMEPHBIX CY/0B, pPbI0akaM M OOLIECTBEHHOCTH,
BOpYs pbIOy U 3aIlyTHIBAsICh B CETSX, BBINPAILMBAS MUILY H/HIU MPUOIMKAACh K JIOJKaM;
5. Moryt He aJanTUPOBATHCS K YCIOBUSAM OTKPHITOIO OKEaHa M MOTYT ITOTHOHYTh.
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[onHOUEHHBIN TIaH peadHIUTALINK U pealanTalii KOCaTOK U OellyX JaeT UM HaWIydllne MaHChl Ha
yCIEIIHOE BO3BpaIlleHHE K )KU3HU B TUKOW MPUPOJE U TIO3BOJIUT YCTPAHUTH MEPEUUCIICHHBIE BBILIE
pucku. YToObI MAaKCUMHU3UPOBATH BEPOSITHOCTh yCIeXa BBITYCKa, KOCATKU AOJKHBI IPOMTH MONHBIN TJIaH
peadHIUTanny, KOTOPBIK BKIIIOYAET JOCTATOYHOE BpEMs IS
®  TIOJTHOH OLIEHKH COCTOSHHSI 3I0POBbS KAXKIOT0 )KUBOTHOT'O M THATHOCTHYECKUX aHAIIN30B,
BKJTI04ast 0TOOp MpoO IS BBISIBIICHUS IATOTEHOB M BCECTOPOHHIOI0 MOP(H)OMETPHIO;
® JieYCHUS BCEX MOANAIONINXCS JICUEHUIO 3a00JIEBaHU, TAKHX KaK, HAIPUMEp, KO>KHbIE TPUOKOBBIC
u OaKkTepuabHbIe HHEKINH;
e  yInyylleHHus (PU3MYECKOTO COCTOSHHS IyTEM YBETUUYEHUS pa3MEpOB BOIBEPOB, YTOOBI
o0ecrnednTh TyYIIylo BO3SMOXKHOCTD JUTS JBUTATEIbHON aKTUBHOCTH KOCATOK;



®  YKpEIUIEHUS CEMEHHBIX IPYII KOCATOK MMYTEM UX MepepacipeelieHUs IO BOIbEpaM Ha OCHOBE
3aIMcer OTI0Ba;
® KOHTAaKTa C YCIOBEKOM, I YEro:
O pa3pylIUuTh aCCOLMAINIO YETOBEKA C HCTOUHUKOM KOpMa; IIyTeM UCIOIb30BAHUS
YCTPOWCTB yAJICHHOTO KOPMIICHUST M KOPMJICHUS B Pa3HBIX KOJIMYeCTBax (oOecreunBas
MIPY STOM TOJHBINA PALMOH YIS KaXIO0TO )KUBOTHOTO), a TAKXKE BaphbUPYsI BpeMs
KopmiieHHs. Bce 5Ty n3MeHeHHs] HAaUMHAIOT UMUTUPOBATh €CTECTBEHHBIEC PUTMBI
YKUBOTHBIX U IIOMOTaI0T CTUMYJIHUPOBATh MX KOTHUTHBHBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH;
O 1pepBaTh JIIOOYIO JPECCHPOBKY U B3aUMOJICHCTBHUE C YSITOBEKOM, 32 HCKITIOYCHUEM
MaHUTTYJISIUA, HEOOXOIUMBIX C METUITTHCKOW TOYKHU 3PEHUS TSI OLICHKHU 3]I0OPOBBSI,
JICUCHUS ¥ COOTBETCTBYIOIIEH peaduiuTanuu,
®  MUHHMMH3AIUHU TOBEPXHOCTHO-OPUEHTUPOBAHHOE MOBEJICHUS 3a CUET YBETUUCHUS TTOIBOAHBIX
CTHMYJIOB, UCTIONB3Ysl 00OTaIIAOIIUE TPUPOIHBIE 00BEKTHI, TAKUE KAaK MOPCKHE BOAOPOCIIH,
MOTOK BOJIbI, Y3bIPbKHU U T. [I.;
® OKOHYATEIbHOM OLEHKU COCTOSHHUS 3/J0OPOBbS BCEX KMBOTHBIX JI0 BBHIIIYCKA B IUKYIO IPUPOAY,
YTOOBI CHATH OIMTACHOCTh BHECEHMSI TATOTCHOB B TUKUE MTOMYJISAIINHI KOCATKAMU 1 OeITyXaMH,
KOTOpBIC B HACTOSIIIEE BpeMs cojepkatcs B Oyxte CpeaHsis.

XoTs 3Ta mporpaMma peabHIHTAIK HE MOXET ObITh BHIMOJHEHA B OTPAHUYCHHBIC CPOKH, YKa3aHHBIC B
Opudunre 15 mas, oHa MOXKeT ObITh HAUYaTa HEMEIJICHHO, B TO BPEMs KaK OJHOBPEMEHHO MOT'YT OBITh
pa3paboTaHbl TAHBI BO3BPAIICHHS STUX KOCATOK U OENyX B PailOHBI, OJM3KHE K MECTAM OTJIOBA, TJC €CTh
POICTBEHHBIE KOCATKU U OCITyXH U COOTBETCTBYIONIME JOCTYITHBIC HCTOUHHKH MUIIHA. MBI CUATAEM, YTO
OTBETCTBCHHBII M TINATENBHBIN TIAH BBIMTYCKA MOXKET OBITh pear30BaH Kak JUIs KOCATOK, TaK U JJIs
OenmyX J10 3UMBL.

Ky'CTO 3asABUJI, YTO €ro KOMaHAa IMO-TIPE)KHCMY I'oTOBa NPCAOCTABIIATH SKCICPTHYIO ITOMOIIb U
COHeﬁCTBHe JJId peain3alun OTBETCTBCHHOM mporpaMmbl pea6I/IJ'II/ITaI_[I/II/I 1 BBIITYCKA, a TAKKC 1A
M06I/IJ'II/133LII/II/I MCKAYHAPOAHBIX PECYPCOB, CCJIIN TaKasd IOMOIIb n0Tpe6yer05L

"I Bepto, uTo PoccusHe u nroau Bo BceM MHpe MOAAEpKaT MPEAToKEHHBIN HaMU IaH”, - ckasan Kycro.
"Ho MBI HEe MOXEM TOAEP)KUBAThH MM YUaCTBOBATh B IJIaHE OCBOOOXKIEHHS, KOTOPHIH CTABUT IOJ
yrpo3y 310pOBbe, OIarononyyue U BBDKUBAHNE STHX )KUBOTHBIX. "
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