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Jean-Michel Cousteau/Whale Sanctuary Project Team Recommendations for
Release of Orcas and Belugas from Srednyaya Bay

A team of world-renowned international and Russian scientists and marine mammal specialists, led by
Jean-Michel Cousteau, has prepared detailed recommendations for VNIRO and the Ministry of Natural
Resources for the release of orca and belugas, currently held in captivity in Srednyaya Bay, into their
natural habitat.

The team underscored that there are numerous reasons to believe that release of the orca and belugas held
in Srednyaya Bay would be successful if conducted responsibly and with the welfare of the animals at the
forefront of their rehabilitation and release. The team also said that any release must be preceded by a
period of rehabilitation, designed specifically for the demands of the release strategy and the individual
welfare needs of each cetacean.

The team evaluated three different options for potential release of the orcas and belugas. The team also
provided an overview of transport and release options and key considerations for successful release.

The team determined that release of the orcas and belugas in reported capture (or adjacent) locations near
associated wild populations and available prey yields the highest prospects for successful long-term
survival. This approach has the highest likelihood for successful social reintegration, the highest
likelihood of successful foraging, is the most scientifically robust option, and takes into account the
widest range of welfare considerations for long-term success.

A second option, if capture records are not accurate, is to release the orcas and belugas in strategic
locations based on records of conspecifics and prey availability. This approach provides benefits of
suitable habitat with suitable prey availability, and whales released near conspecifics, increasing the
chance that they could potentially integrate into the wild groups.

The team reviewed a third option — release directly in Srednyaya Bay — and identified a high number of
significant risks. Although this approach is logistically simple and inexpensive, this approach includes
risks of challenges with negative behaviors and habituation of the orcas and belugas, including the
potential for them to keep returning to the area. The cetaceans may develop nuisance behaviors, such as
removing fish from lines and nets. Additionally, aggressive behaviors observed in some of the orcas at the
Srednyaya Bay facility may continue post-release if the animals are released in the nearby area, which
could pose a concern for people and small vessels. Release in Srednyaya Bay is least likely to allow for
social reintegration, leads to likely long-term costs, and diminished potential for survival of the cetaceans.

Following its review, the Jean-Michel Cousteau/Whale Sanctuary Project Team recommends:

o Complete health assessments, medical diagnostics, and treatment of any ailments prior to release
to prevent transmission of unknown pathogens to wild populations;

e Rehabilitation in advance of release for both the orcas and belugas;

e Transport to reported capture (or adjacent) locations near associated conspecifics and available
prey;

e Acclimatization period in remote sea pens;

o Release from remote sea pens;

e Post-release monitoring.



The team stated that for maximum chances of success, it is imperative that release of all releasable orca
and beluga happen during the 2019 summer season. Due to the tight timeline to accomplish release this
year, a decision regarding release and implementation of a responsible strategy needs to be initiated as
quickly as possible.

“The science is clear,” said Jeff Foster, Scientific and Field Team Leader for the Jean-Michel Cousteau
Team. “Releasing the orcas and belugas in or near their capture locations would be the most responsible
approach, and provides the highest likelihood of successful release and long-term survival.”

“The Russian Government has an opportunity to be a global environmental leader by releasing the orca
and beluga in a responsible way,” said Jean-Michel Cousteau. “I am confident that Russian government
officials, when they look at the science, will decide on what’s best for the orcas and belugas — to release
them back to the habitat from where they came. That will be a great day for the ocean, and for our
humanity.”
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Pexomennanuu komanabl ZKan-Mumenast Kycro/IIpoexkra « KutoBbrit
3aka3HMK» 10 BBINYCKY KOCAaTOK M 0eayXx u3 0yxThl CpeaHss

Komanga BceMUpHO H3BECTHBIX MEXIYHAPOIHBIX U POCCUMCKHUX YUEHBIX U CIIECIHAINCTOB IO MOPCKUM
MJIEKOTIMTAIOMIUM 11011 pyKoBoacTBoM JKan-Muiens Kycro noarorosusna noapoOHsie peKoOMeHAaUuH
st BHUAPO u MunucTepcTBa NpUpPOAHBIX PECYPCOB MO BBITYCKY KOCATOK M OeyX, KOTOpHIE B
HacToslIee BpeMs coiepikaTcs B HeBosie Ha o0bekTe B Oyxte Cpennsist [Ipumopcekoro Kpas, B ux
€CTECTBEHHYIO Cpeay OOUTaHHSI.

Komana moguepkHynia, 4To CyIIeCTBYeT MHOTO TIPHUYHH MOJIaraTh, YTO BBIMYCK KOCATOK U Oenyx OyaeT
YCIIEIIHBIM, €CITA OYIET MPOBOIUTHCS OTBETCTBEHHO, U OJIarONOIyYne )KHBOTHBIX B TICPHO/
peabHITUTAIINH U BBITYyCKa OyIET CTOSAThH Ha TIepBOM MecTe. KoMaHia Takke 3asBHIa, 4To JTI000MY
BBIMYCKY JOJIKEH MPEAIIECTBOBATE MIEPHOJT PeaObUIUTaIMK, pa3pabOTaHHOMW B COOTBETCTBUH C
TpeOOBaHUSIMU CTPATETHUH 110 BBIMYCKY U ¢ YUYETOM WHAWBHAYATLHBIX TOTPEOHOCTEH Oarononyus
KaXK0T0 KUTOOOPA3HOTO.

KOMaHI[a OLICHWJIa TPHU PA3JIMYHLIX BapHaHTAa NOTCHIIMAJIBHOTO BBIITYCKa KOCATOK U 6eﬂyx. KOMaHI[a
TAKXXC MpEACTaBUJIa O630p BAapHUaHTOB TPAHCIIOPTHUPOBKHA U BLIITYCKAa, 1 OCHOBHBIC COO6pa)KCHI/I$I,
Kacaromuecs yCIeuIHOro BeIITyCKa.

Komanga ycraHoBuMIIa, YTO BBIIIYCK KOCATOK U O€JIyX B MECTax OTJIOBA (MJIM CMEKHBIX) PSAOM C AUKUMHU
MOMYJISIUAMHU ¥ JOCTYIHOM KOPMOBOI 0a30ii JaeT HAMIy4IlIue IEPCIEKTHBEI YCIIEIIHOTO
JIOJITOCPOYHOTO BBDKMBAHUS. JTOT MOAXOA UMEET HAUOONBIIYIO BEPOITHOCTh YCIICIIHOM COLUATBHON
PEMHTETpaluK, HAaHOOJIBIIYIO BEPOSITHOCTh YCIIEITHOTO MUIIEA00bIBaHMS, SBIISIETCS] HANOO0JIee HAIeKHBIM
C Hay4YHOH TOYKHU 3pEHUS BAPHAHTOM M YUYUTHIBACT CAMBIN IMPOKUIT CIIEKTP COOOpakeHUH OJ1aronomyduns
U JOJITOCPOYHOIO yCIIeXa BBIITYCKA.

Bropoii BapuaHT, eciiv JaHHBIE 0 MECTAX OTJIOBA HE SIBJIAIOTCA TOYHBIMU, SIBJISIETCS BBIITYCKOM KOCATOK U
0eyX B CTpaTETHYECKUX MECTaX Ha OCHOBE JJAHHBIX O COPOAMYAX U JOCTYITHOCTH KOPMOBOM 0a3bl. DTOT
MOJIX0JT 00ECIIeYMBACT MIPEUMYIIECTBA IMOAXOIAIICH CPeIbl OOUTAHUSI C TIOXOSIIEH T0ObIueH, U
3HAYUTEIILHO MOBBIIIACT BEPOSTHOCTh TOT'O, YTO KUTOOOPA3HbIC, BHITYIIICHHBIC BOJIU3U COPOIMUCH,
MOTEHLMAIIBHO MOTYT UHTEIPUPOBATHCS B IMKUE TPYIIIIHI.

Komanga paccmoTpena TpeTuii BapuaHT -- BBIITYCK HETOCPEICTBEHHO B OyxTe CpeHss -- U BhISIBUIA
0O0JIBIIIOE KOJIMYECTBO CYNIECTBEHHBIX PUCKOB. XOTS 3TOT MOJXO/I SIBIISIETCS MPOCTHIM M HEJIOPOTHM C
TOYKH 3pEHUSI JIOTHCTUKH, OH BKIIFOUAET B ce0sl PUCKH BO3HUKHOBEHUS IIPOOJIEM C HETaTHBHBIM
MOBEJICHNEM U TIPUBBIKAHUEM KOCATOK U OelyX, BKJI0Yast BO3MOKHOCTh MX JANbHEHIIEr0 BO3BPAICHUS B
3TY MECTHOCTh. Y KUTOOOPAa3HBIX MOXKET Pa3BUTHCS BPEAHOE MOBEJCHNE, TAKOE KaK BhICAHUE PHIOBI U3
cereil. Kpome Toro, arpeccuBHOe noseeHue, HabI0JaeMoe y HEKOTOPBIX KOCATOK Ha 00BbeKTe B OyxTe
CpenHsasa, MOXKET MPO0IKATHCS MOCTIE BBITYCKa, €CJIN KUBOTHBIE BBIITYIICHBI B OIM3IeXkKalieM paiioHe,
YTO MOMKET MPEJICTABIATH ONMACHOCTD JUIS JTEF0/IeH U HeOObIIHNX cyI0B. Brimyck B Oyxte Cpennsis
IIPUBOJIUT K HAUMEHEE BEPOSITHON COLMAIIBHON PEUHTErPALIMH, BEPOSITHBIM JOJTOCPOUYHBIM HETaTUBHBIM
MOCIIEACTBUSAM U CHIKEHHIO TTOTEHIIMAala BEDKUBAHUS KHTOOOPA3HBIX.



[Mocne cBoero 0630pa komanaa XKaun-Mwummenst Kycto pekomenayer:

o TlosnHast OI[EHKA COCTOSHHUS 3I0POBbs, MEUIIMHCKAS TUATHOCTHKA U JieueHHe 3a00IeBaHMIA 10
BBIMyCKa TS TIPEIOTBPAIICHHS TIepeiaul HeU3BECTHBIX MATOTSHOB JUKUM MO JISIHSIM;

e  Peabunuraius nepes BhIMyCKOM KaK KOCATOK, Tak U OCyX;

e TpaHCHOPTHPOBKA B MECTa OTJIOBA (MJIM CMEXHBIC) PSIOM ¢ COOTBETCTBYIOIIMMH COPOTUUAMHE U
JIOCTYITHON KOPMOBOH 0a30¥;

o Tlepuon aKKIMMATH3AIMHU B OTJAICHHBIX MOPCKUX BOJbEPax;

e  BrInmycKk OT OTAAJICHHBIX MOPCKUX BOJILEPOB;

e  MOHHUTOPHHT MOCJIC BHIMYCKA.

KOMaH,Z[a 3asABUJIa, YTO IJId JOCTHXKCHHA MAKCHUMAJIBHBIX MIAHCOB HA YCIICX O6$IBEIT€J'H>HO, YTOOBI BBIITYCK
BCCX KOCATOK U 6CJ'IYX MPOUCXOANT B TCUCHHUC JICTHETO CC30HA 2019 roaa. M3-3a Majioro xojam4ecTna
BPEMCHHU UIA pCain3aliui IJIAaHOB 110 BBIITYCKY B 3TOM IOy, PCHICHUC O BBIIMTYCKE U UCIIOJIHCHUN
OTBCETCTBCHHOM CTpaTeruu JOJIKHO OBITH OPUHATO KaK MOXXHO CKOpEC.

“C TOUKH 3peHusl HayKu — Bce ACHO,” ckazan [Ixxed¢ Docrep, HaAyuHBIH U OIEBOH PYKOBOAMUTEIb
komanp! JKan-Muinens Kycro. "Beiltyck kocaTtok u 06ei1yX B MecTax MX OTJIOBA, HIIM BOJIN3U HUX, OBUIO
Ob1 HanboJiee OTBETCTBEHHBIM MOAX0A0M U 00ecIeunBaiIo Obl HAMOONBUIYIO BEPOATHOCTD YCIIEIIHOTO
BBIIYCKa U I0JITOCPOYHOTO BEKUBAHUS.”

"Y pOCCHIICKOTO IPaBUTEIIBCTBA €CTh BO3MOXKHOCTH CTaTh MUPOBBIM SKOJIOTHYECKUM JIUACPOM,
OTBETCTBEHHO BBHITYCTHB KOcaTKu U Oenyxu,” ckaszan XKan-Mumenb Kycrto. «S yBepeH, uTo poccuiickue
HpaBI/lTCﬂbCTBCHHIﬂC JACATCIIN, yCJ'H)IlJlaB JOBOAbI HayKl/l, pemaT, qTo ﬂquee JId KOCATOK U 6eﬂyx —
BBIIIYCTUTh UX 00PATHO B Cpe/ly OOUTaHMS, OTKY/a OHU MPUIIIIH.». JTO OyIeT BEIUKUN JACHB JJI1 OKeaHa
M JJIs1 BCETO YelIoBeUeCcTBa.”
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