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The Government
formalizes decisions
on the future of
Marineland cetacans

Press release

The Ministry of Ecological Transition is today
taking a new decisive step regarding the
future of Marineland animals, in order to
guarantee their well-being, safety and respect
for French law. After several months of
technical analysis, inspections and exchanges
with experts, the Government presents the
following decisions:
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The park's two orcas are destined to join the Whale
Sanctuary Project, a marine sanctuary for cetaceans in
Nova Scotia, Canada. As a reminder, the Spanish
scientific authority has already refused to transfer the
orcas to the Loro Parque de Tenerife in Spain, and
moreover it would not be understandable for these
animals to be exploited for spectacle purposes. The
sanctuary's solution is therefore today the most
credible, the most ethical and the only one that
complies with the requirements of animal safety and
welfare. The transfer could take place in the summer
of 2026.

Marineland dolphins are not intended to be
transferred to Spain. This option does not provide
sufficient guarantees in terms of animal welfare and
also exposes animals to a risk of commercial
exploitation contrary to the spirit of the 2021 law. The
dolphins will be kept temporarily on site, in basins
deemed compatible with a temporary reception,
pending the opening of the future ZooParc de Beauval
center.

These decisions are based on DREAL inspections,
scientific expertise and a clear legislative framework to
protect cetaceans from exploitation. They also include
the situation of the carers, who will benefit from
business continuity, in particular through the project
carried out by the ZooParc de Beauval.

"The state acts responsibly and
consistently. After reviewing all the
options, we are now making the
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The ministry will continue in the coming months to
implement the necessary administrative steps, in close
collaboration with state services, the scientific
community, NGOs and the site operator.

necessary decisions to ensure the welfare
of the animals. Dolphins will not leave for
Spain, where they could be exploited
again. As for the orcas, their place is at
the sanctuary of Nova Scotia: it is the
only ethical solution, credible and in
accordance with the law. Our role is to
protect these animals and to lay the
foundation for an exemplary model of
transition to marine sanctuaries. "

Mathieu Lefèvre, Minister Delegate to the Minister
of Ecological Transition, Biodiversity and
International Negotiations on Climate and Nature,
in charge of the Ecological Transition
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Terre à Terre, ecology on a daily
basis, near you
Uses and water management, energy renovation,
air quality... Every two months, discover how the
major public policies of the ecological transition
carried out by our ministries are transforming
territories on a daily basis.

Discover our newsletter

Follow us on
social networks

         

      


